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the world has learnt nine-tenths of its best political wisdom. America has particular reasons for gratefully recognizing one of the smallest and most illustrious of the city states of Europe, The seed of modern democratic theory was sown in Geneva, and being scattered on the hither shore of the Noi th American continent by small communities, organized on the model of Calvin, burgeoned into the great Republic of the West.
Nor is it fanciful, in estimating the causes which contributed to the peculiar brilliance first of the Greek and then of the Italian city state, to attribute some weight to the question of size. Indeed, if we do this, we shall only be echoing the voice of antiquity itself, In the famous passage in which he depicts the lineaments of the ideal state, Aristotle gives the opinion that a city so large that its citizens are unable to hear the voice of a single town-crier has passed the limits of wholesome growth. This conclusion was based on the view that every citizen must take a direct part in the political deliberations of the state to which he belongs. Indeed, had the states of antiquity exceeded the limits compatible with direct government, the world would have lost a good part of its political education* As It was, the contracted span of these communities carried with it three conspicuous benefits* The city state served as a school of patriot virtue, not in the main of the blustering and thrasonical type, but refined and sublimated by every grace of Instinct and reason* It further enabled the experiment of a free direct democratic government to be made, with incalculable consequences for the political thinking of the world. Finally, it threw into a forced and fruitful communion minds of the most different temper, giving to them an elasticity and many-sidedness which might otherwise have been wanting or less conspicuous, and stimulating, through the close mutual competition which it engendered* an intensity of intellectual and artistic passion which has been the wonder of a!! succeeding generations and such as can never be reached in great state organized for the vulgarity of aggressive war*
So much at least will be generally conceded* The question for us, however, is not to assess our debt to the city states of the past, but to consider what arguments may be found for